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The mysteries of Ohlo polities are not due

g0 much to wheels as to the wheels within

wheels,

Governor Bushneil, of Ohio:
of senatarial timber, what's
with me?:

“Speaking
the matter

Legislatures may enact laws prohibiting
gold coniracis, but they forget that an iron-
clad eontract is always good. ]

Because every county has a courthouse it
does not follow that it should have a
separate Circuit Court. At least not now.

In its practical operation the special-
verdict law is a special interest and special
privilege law, It is an excrescence on trial

by jury. and should be abolished.

The day before yesterday an original Me-
Einley man called upon the President-elect
~ aad told him that he didn’'t want a thing!
Who sald that wonders have ceased?

The announcement that the distribution
of Indiana patronage probably will not be

made till after March 4 need not throw the
State into a panic. It can worry along.

=

_At the present time it does not look as
{£ Senator Wolcott would return from Eu-

rope with a request in his pocket signed by
all the powers asking for an international

epnference on the silver question.

The report of the secretary of state inti-
mates that more matter is printed than re-
celves a careful perusal. No oficial should
desire to print information of so little value
that it lumbers up the basement of the
Statehouse.

The chilef of the Bureau of Statistics re-

ports that there remained unexpended of
his appropriation of $9,000, at the close of
the fiscal year. $4.17. And yet twice as
much really useful work has been done in
his affice a® during any previous year.

~ Football is a tolerably rough game, but it
f8 not deadly and no rson is obliged to
engage in it against His wishes., Climbing
apple trees and going in swimming are at-
tended with some danger to boys, but it is
not thought necessary to prohibit them by
law.

When Minister Bagar® returns to the
United States he willsbe able to point with
piide to the fact that he dined the pros-
pective King of England and more titled
sateliites than any other American ever did.
When Mr. Bayard comes to die that will
be a consoling thought to him.

This Legisiature will be obliged to appro-
priate about $33.000 to make up the deficits
of the two State prisons, which have been
inereasing from year to year by drawing
from the revenues of the next year to pay
the oversxpenditure of the appropriations
of the previous year. Auditor Daily very
wisely put to the practice of ex-
pending more money than is appropriated.

an end

The statement of the representatives of
the nonstate educational institutions show-
ing why some features of the Geeting bill
should be siricken out is a very strong one.
However able and public spirited the pres-
ent Beard of Education may be, it is not
prudeng. to have it up entirely of
men connected with the State educational
institutions.

madde

Halr of lowa's magnilicent corn crop was |

Jeft in the flelds last fall uncribbed. Dur-
ing the winter there has been much snow
and slush, The Chicagzo Tribune =ays that
the corn arriving from that State is in such
condition, if that received s a criterion,
the vast bulk of it unmerchantabie. 1t
gays that the dezlers thoroughly
startied. It is claimed by those who have
fnspected the crop that half of it will not
grade over No. 4. I{ this condition applies
to the corn In other States, a great change
in prices s expected.

are

It does not require much knowledge of
ehild nature or of the laws of cause and
effect to belleye the statement made in the
report of the New York Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children that a
prolific source of juvenile vice and crime is
the vile reading and the viler pictures in a
gertain class of sensational papers. To call
them newspapers would be an insult to
journalism. As object lessons in vice and
arime they go far (o counteract the efforts
of public schools and all reformatory
methods. That they are permitted to exist
18 a reproach to American civilization.

The report of Secretary of State Owen is
more important than usual in that it con-
tains some recommendations towards ex-
tending the control of the State over cor-
porations and increasing its revenues. Here-
tofore, or until recently, corporations have
had things pretty much thelr own way in
this Stare, and the present demand for thelr
restriction I8 well founded. The secretary
says that uncertainty and confusion have
arisen under the provision of law which al-
lows corporations whose franchises expire
by limitation, forfelture or otherwise, to
cimﬁnu. as bodies corporate for three years
Jlonger for the purpose of winding up their

_affalrs. BSuch an extension of corporate
lm may be equitable In some cases, but

b doubt the privilege has been abused,

- secretary recommends that on the dis-
of a corporation It be required to
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file announcement thereof, under {ts proper
seal, with the secretary of state,
with the proper county recorder, and that

and

dissolution its existence
ance of corporate
Certainly this should be the law
new business,
secretary

for the performs-
cease.
to all
Another suggestion of the
bringing corporation

business shall

as
looks to
franchises under taxation as personal prop-
erty. The law says that
erty, including capital stock and franchises,

‘all corporate prop-

except where some other provision iIs made
by law, shall be asseszed (for taxation) to
the corporation as to a natural person in
the name of the corporation.” Secretary
Owen State
has ever listed franchises for taxation, and
he recommends legislation to make the pro-

vision effective.

says that no assessor In the

This suggestion should re-
cefve the attention of the Legislature.

NEED OF JUDICIARY REFORM,

In his message stating his reason for not
approving the bills creating new Cirecuit
Courts Governor Mount said: “The judi-
ciary of the State is sadly in of re-
vision. The judicial clrcuits might
reformed as to give all needed relief, with
a reduction of the present number of
courts.” This statement Is probably based
on information obtained the Governor
in investigating the merits of the two bills
before him.
amount of business done
circuits, their cost, ete.,
been more searching than
by any previous Governor and to have led
him to the conclusion =tated, There can be
no doubt of its correctness. The judiciary
system of the State as now constituted i= a
patchwork sys=tem, abounding in incongrui-
ties, inequalities and more or less evidence
of favoritism. It has been the slow growth
of forty-five years and

need

be, =0

by

His inquiry as to the average
in the different
seems to
has been made

have

of a great many
special lawsg, many of which partook of
the nature of log-r(rlllm:"h'-&h:l:uinn. by
which reprezentatives and senators from
different localities joined hands to secure
the desired legislation. Of course, it i not
that all the Circuit and
Superior Courts were created in this way,
but no doubt many of them were, It
not surprising that this long process
of tinkering should have resulted in a
patchwork system more excrescent than
indicative of any pian. At present there
are fifty-six judicial circuits in the State,
of which twenty-six are eomposed of sin-
gle counties, twenty-four of two counties
and six of three counties. During the
year ending June 30, 1866, the total number
of civil cases begun in all the courts was
32,024, an average of 572 to a circuit. The
total number of civil cases pending at the
close of the year was 11,610, an average of
207 to the circuit. During the same period
7951 criminal cases were begun, an aver-
age of 140 to the circuit, and there were
pending at the close of the year 3.8, an
average of sixtyv-nine to the circult. The
different cireuits show a great variation

intended to =saw

is

from these averages, above and below,
though the number of circuits doing
than the average amount of business was
far greater than the number dolng more
than the average. To be exact. eighteen
circuits did more than the average and
thirty-nine did less. The figures show be-
yond any doubt that the circuits could be
consolidated so as greatly to reduce the
number without bringing the average
amount of business up to the present max-
imum. Not only are there too many cir-

less

cuits, but many circuit judges and prose-
cutors are pald too much. The fixing of
a horizontal salary of 32,500 for every cir-
cuit judge in the State, when some of them

seems a very crude methoed. The salary of
a prosecuting attorney is not too much in
any case, but the fee system is all wrong
in that it leaves the door wide open for
the increase of emoluments by taxing the
people. In short, our judiciary system
needs thorough overhauling and reforming
with reference to efficiency and harmony
as well as economy. The laws could be
better administered and justice better dis-
pensed at much less cost than they are at
present. A really ecapable judge would
easlly dispose of three or four times
as much business in a year as some of the
circuit judges now do, and by doing it
better would save the expense of appeals
and thus lessen the costs of the higher
courts as well as his own.

REPCRT OF THE BUREAU OF
STATISTICS.

The report of the Indiana Bureau of
Statistics for the years 1885-98 is the most
comprehensive and intelligent which has
been issued in this State. Considerable por-
tions of it have been issued from time to
time in bulletins. The industrial statistics
cover forty industries, with %8 establish-
ments in 128 cities and towns. The reports
of the proprietors of these factories, shops
and mines show a capital of $42.507.737. The
past yvear the value of materials used was
$53.202.319, and the gross value of the mer-
chandise manufactured was $1382,78%.421. La-
bor was paid $28082083. The number of
persons employed was 80,184, of whom 9.735
were boys and 8§84 were women and girls.
This leaves the profit of manufacture $1,-
524,019, but the statistician says this amount
includes the expense of marketing, the
wear and tear of machinery, taxes, interest
and many other expenses,

In the estimation of the people of Indiana
marriage is not a failure, as the marriage
fiscal yeor 1896

In 15886 there
783 in 1595,
During 1893 the number of divorces was
2.378%—an increase of 474 in three years, Still,
after reading the foregoing figures, no per-
son has any right to go about saying that
divorces are quite as numerous miar-
riages, when, as a matter of statistics, mar-
riages are nearly nine times as numerous.
Vanderburg county, however, s not in-
cluded.

The jail population of the State seems to
be increasing. In 1883 it was 26,070; in 1804,
26.134; in 1895, 3L161; in 1886, 30,730, Intoxica-
tion describes nearly one-third of the of-
fenses. Almost twenty times as many men
are sent to jall as women, which may be ay,
argument for woman suffrage.

The real estate transfers in 188 nume
bered 79218, Involving $£32,002,612, agalnst 77,-
#0 and $73.868259 in 1896, Last year the
sheriffs’ deeds numbered 1,712, against 1,428
in 1895, which goes to disprove the campaizn
assertion that sheriffs were selling more
real estate than any other people. In 18§
28,24 farms were mortgaged and the mor:-
gages on 15,28 farms were satisfied. During
the same year 15158 mortgages
upon lots and 9,360 were satistied,

licenses Issued during the
to 22,822 in 18G5,
were 2,852 divorces decreed to 2.

were 24,255

as

were put
It will De
a source of grief to a few persons that the
total number of mortgages given in 1N was
6,67 less than during 1245,

County expenses during 186 were
compared with 36679143 In 1IN3—an Increase
of over 15 per cent., which is a large one
when it measures taxation. It is, however,
prebably imaginary rather than real, since
1 1598 county officers were paid by fees in-

i, 0,075,

from the day of the filing of said notice of |

do several times as much work as Othert'-._

'nuul of salaries. Nearly one-third of the

—

|
| Increase

is thus accounted for. The

enumeration of voters has increased the ex-

| penditures of 1896, The expenditures of the

several counties for all purposes are given
{ In items,

The acreage of wheat in 1808 was 2,862,238

acres, against 2.550.014 in 15883, but the crop |
| nue,

| of 1806 was 24,574,853 bushels, to 38,114,708, In

184, with a less acreage than in 185, the
'. crop was 50,792 626 bushels, against 22.674.00m
| in 1595, showing that wheat is a very uncer-
tain crop. From 1883 to 188 the acreage of
corn increased nearly half a million acres,
to 4,0056% acres. In 1883 the yield was 8g.-
O8L471 bushels, to M8.578,898 bushels in 15806,
In 1885 Indiana had 5,226,120 apple trees, 1,-
8,02 peach trees, and others in proportion,

The statistics of sheep show a falling off
the years pass, the Democratic tariff
killing about eight l~es as many as the
dogs, the latter killing 21,265 in 1886, The
whole number of sheep and lambs in 1596
was 1,323 964.

A comparative table of the population of
the State from 1820 to 1890, inclusive,
given,
proved

as

is
There were three times as many im-
acres in 180 as in 185, valued at
nearly six times as much, while the value
of live stock in 180 was four and a half
times as much as in 180, These last facts
are given for the benefit of the calamity-
ites,

USURY LAWS,

Many intelligent men are under the im-
pression that the price of the service or
use of money can be regulated by law, so
they pass usury laws. The House has al-
ready passed one making the legal rate 7
per This, of course, can be made to
apply to executions issued by the courts
and will hold where no other rate is named,
but the rate of interest which one man shall
pay another cannot be fixed by law =0 as to
he effective. Like wheat, money is a com-
modity. If it is scarce and the demand is
sharp the rate per cent. for its use will be
higher than when the conditions are the
opposite. Other conditions affect the price

A United States bond
lower rate of interest than can
any individual paper, while the individual
who can put up gilt-edge collateral or the
best approved indorsers can get money at

cent.

of money. be

wold

can
at a

a much lower rate of discount than can one
whose credit Is shady. Those who borrow
large sums on sound collaterals get a lower
those hire small amounts,
The Legislature can just as effectually reg-
ulate the price of wh:at as the price of
money. No member of the Indiana Legis-
lature, not even the most sincere Populist,
would think of declaring by law that wheat
shall be a dollar a bushel when the mar-
ket price is seventy cents.

Money Is sometimes cheaper in the East
than

rate than who

here because there are less opportu-
nities for the peonle who have but small
amounts to invest than here. They cannot
invest in homes because land and houses
are so dear. The result i that they
all their =avings into the savings banks
which invest those savings at the best rate
which can be obtained on accredited secu-
rities, Money is worth more in the newer
States than here because everything neces-
sary to develon a new country must bhe
bought while it has few things to sell. The
Bank of England has just reduced the rate
of to 3 It nut the
rate months ago to check the outflow of
gold., Now that gold is returning, the rate
has been reduced for the reason that there
is a great deal of idle money in Europe.

Fortunately, usury laws can do very little
harm because no one will enforce them,
and those who desire to contract for a
higher rate of interest are sufficiently aaroit
to escale the penalties.

turn

discount per cent. un

What so many feared all the yvears that
Utah was knocking at the door for admis-
sion to the Union seems to be coming true
in that State. The Mormon hierarchy is in
politics. It has not yet attempted to estab-
lish polygamy under the cover of the right
of the State to direct its local affairs, be-
cause that is forbidden in the Constitution
of Utah, but the magnates of the church
make themselves very potential in political
matters. A very heated contest over the
I'nited States senatorship has just ended In
the success of one of the candidates who
enjoved the favor of the hierarchy. Mr.
Thaxter, also a Mormon, who was defecated
in the final vote, was opposed by the
church legders. Still he had a large follow-
ing and seems to have been the ablest man
in the contest. The e¢lection was effected
on Wednesday by the vote of a member
who declared that the alleglance he bears
to the Mormon Church is higher than that
he bears the State. Mr. Thaxter has given
notice that he will carry the matter to the
United States Senate upon the evidence
that members voted for Senator under the
dictation of the church. He may mnot do
=0 after his wrath over his defeat has
pussrﬁ away, but if he should nold to the
purpose which he announced and an
investigation follows many interesting, if
not startling, facts or statements relative
to the interference of the magnates of the
Mormon Church will be made public.

has

A recent article in the Journal relative
to the proposed increase of the pension of
Capt. J. W. Dodd. of this clty, a veteran
of the Mexican war, was construed by his
friends as reflecting on his military serivice.
Inquiry at the Record and Pension Office
of the War Department, in Washington,
has elicited a statement, based on the offi-
cial that “John W. Deodd, late
captain Fourth Indiana Mexican War
Volunteers, was mustered into service May
31, 187, as second leutenant, Company A,
Fourth Indiana Infantry Volunteers, to
serve during the war with Mexico; that on
Dee. 31, 187, and Feb. 24, 1845, he was serv-
ing as adjutant of the regiment; and that
he was mustered out of service as captain,
with Company A, July 20, 1848, at Madison,
Ind. Opposite his name the roll on
which he was mustered out of service ap-
pears a remark as follows: ‘Elected cap-
tain and took command April 10, 1848."
Unofficial testimony is to the effect that
Captain Dodd saw a good deal of active
service during the Mexican war. As to his
status during the late civil war the Journal
has no information, but he should not be
confounded with H. H. Dodd, who was an
officer of the Knights of the Golden Circle
and arrested for treasonable practices.

records,

on

The enemies of General Alger are re-
viving the old campaign scandals, which
seem to be new to many. He participated
in all the campaigns of the Army of the
Potomac until the campaign in the Shenan-
doah valley., and was recommended for two
brovets by Sheridan. Because of [llness and
the condition of his business he resigned
and his resignation was accepted Aug. &,
1864. He, however, went to his command as
ordered and remained until Aug. 285, when
he went to the hospital by direction of the
surgeon and applied for a twenty days'
leave of absence, which was refused. He
agauin applied for a discharge, and it was
granted Sept. 20, 1864, At that time, when
Sheridan criticised him for his absence, us

he stated., without leave, he said in his In-
dorsement that “Cplonel Alger had always
been a good soldier.”

Those who are framing the new tariff bill
expect that the omeasure which they are
perfecting will add $0,000,000 to the reve-

They count on an increase of 245,000, -
from sugar, 315,000,000 from wool and
£2,000_0i4) from agricultural
£2. 000,00 from $4.0060,000
from flax, hemp and their manufactures;
from tobacce, $3.000.000: from cotton hosiery
and other cotton, $1,00,000; from chinaware
and glass,
£3.000,000. The customs receipts during the
lInst fiscal vear were $£157.013.506.
the expenditures of the
necessarily so large for pensions, sugar,
which affords the most reliable source of
revenue, must be taxed.

LU
woolens,

praducts, spirits,

£2.00m 60 -  miscellancous items,
So long as

government are

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

Art or Nnture?

“Hasn't she lovely teeth?”
“Almost too lovely.
mind whether they are real or realistic.”

Making It Homelike.

“Whew!"” said the drummer. “‘This place
smells like a drug store.”

“Fixed it thataway on purpose,” said the
barkeeper. ‘Lot of Kansas fellers in town,
and we want to make it seem homelike to
‘'em."”

When He Sat In.

“I wonder when the first game of freeze-
out was played?’ asked the boarder who
liked the sound of his own voice,

“I have no data,”” sald the Cheerful Idiot,
“but 1 suppose it began just after Winter
set in.”

An Optimist.

The palsied old man sat by the fire, his
head shaking from side to side in the man-
ner pecuiiar to his complaint.

“it must be awful to be afllicted that
way,”” said the sympathetic young person,

“Oh,” chirped the old gentleman, 1 nnd
it right handy in the summer when I want
to look at a (wo-ring circus.”

CUERENT PERIODICALS,

“Uncle Bernac," a serial by Conan Doyle,
now running in the Cesmopolitan, is a semi-

historieal tale sufficiently full of romance
and spirited adventure to suit the most ex-
acting reader.

The Typographical Journal (Indianapolis)
is a hand=some publication, as a printers’

magazine should be, and is also well edited,
covering in an admirabic: way matters of
in*~rest to the craft. It is the official pu-
pes of the Imternational Typographical
Union of North America.

Two or three character sketches hy Wm.
Allen White, the young editor of the Em-
pnr_i.-n. .lI‘;qII.j Gazette, whose article on
“What's the Matter with Kansas,” at-
tracted so much notice during the cam-
paign, are lln*.m'-ited in MeCiure's Maga-
zine. They shiow considerable literary
promise,

A very striking contribution to MceClure's
Magazine is entitled the “Song of the Rap-
pahannock.” It is the experience in battle
of a young soldier of the Ariny of the Poto-
mac and its realfty is not open to question,
s0 vivid are the scenes desceribed and =o
like to the memories of other soldiers,
These experiences are noticeable as being
entirely unlike those depicted by Mr,
Stephen Crane.

The editors of the Critic offer a prize of
215 worth of hooks for the list of the bhest
twelve short. stories of American author-

ship which they shill regard as most ex-
cellent. It may séém at first thought that
nothiig can be easier than to make such
a list, but when it'is attempted most per-
sons will probably find that among all the
short stories that have been written and
read it will be difficuit to count a dozen
that stand out in the memory distinet from
the rest.

McClure's Magazine Is now giving atten-
tion to George Washington, and the num-
ber of portraits reproduced leads to a sus-

picion that the imuortal George must have
possessed more of the human weakness of
vanity than he js& epedited with, since he
must have given wp a large portion of his
leisure to the nbi"(,;‘m painters. The ple-
ture which is now accepted as the most
correct likeness differs considerably from
the one known as the “household Wash-
ington,” because of the vast number of
copies and reproductions made, but both
were painted by Stuart.

“Night, and Slgep and Rest” is the title
of a delightful essay by Rev. Myron W.
Reed in the Cosmopolitan Magazine
February. It is,full of philosophy and of
the wisdom of experience, and is mellowed
by the quaint humor so charaeteristic of
the writer. The essay I8 not a form of
literature which cap be classed as popular,
but Mr. Reed’'s sententious, epigrammatie
style, added to his.grace of humor and his
sympathetic insight Into human nature, are
elements that would go far to make it so,
If he can be prevailed upon to do more
of this class of work wae public will be the
galner.

Mr. Kipling has been much written about
and much misreptresented, no doubt, but a
sketch by Charles D. Lanier in the Review

of Reviews is sympathetic and bears the
marks of accuragy and close observation,
In his future Mr. Lanier sees great possi-
bilities. “Mr. Kipling.,”" he says, “captured
an empire before be donned the toga virilis,
and was trailing the rest of the reading
world behind his charfot before he was
twenty-five. H¢ is now a strong. sane man
of thirty-two. We should listen to him for
more than a generation to come, and it
would be impertinent to hint at the great
things he should, by all laws of comparison,
achieve.”

Some excellent historie papers are appear-
ing in the Midland Monthly (Des Moines.)
One in the February number makes publie

for the first time the authorship of the
arnonymous letter addressed to Secretary of
War John B. Floyd, in 1858, warning
him of the Harper's Ferry raid con-
templated by John Brown. Floyd afr-
terwards testified that he had received
such a letter, but had paid no
attention to it. Much speculation was in-
dulged in at the time as to the ldentity of
the writer, and many efforts were made to
discaver him. The papers on Grant's life
in the West and his Mississippi campaigns
by Colonel John W, Emerson, are valuable
contributions to history.

In the current number of McClure's Mag-
azine appears an interesting letter of Lin-
coln’s hitherto unpubtished. It was written
at Springfield in 1858 and was addressed
to Mr. H. . Sharpe. This gentlecman had
written to Lincoln apropos of the latter's
defeat at the vpeolls in the contest with
Douglas. His farmous correspondent says:
“While I desired the rasutr of the late can-
vass to have been different, I still regard
it as an exceedingly small matter. | think
we have falrly entered upon a durable
struggle as to whether this Nation is to
ultimately beceome all slave or all free, and
though I fall early in the contest it is noth-
ing if 1 shall have contributed, in the least
degree, to the final rigatful resuilt.”

Messrs, Dodd, Mead & Co. announce
the publication of an American edi-
tion of The Expositpor beginning with the
commencement of the fifth series in Eng-
land. The first numbher wi.a appear in this
country on Feb, 1. The Expositor has for
many vears occupied the foremost place
among theological magazines in England.
Indeed, it may be said without hesitation
that it is the most scholarly of all theologi-
cal magazines in the English language,
Sipce Dr. Samuel Cox resigned the editor-
ship In 1855 it has beéen under the direction
of Dr. Robertson Nticoll, who is known to
be one of the ablest and most acute editors
and critles in religious journalism f(o-
day, The American editor will be Rev.
Charles Cuthbert Hall, D. D., who was re-
cently called to the presidency of Union
Theological Seminary, New York.

The untimely death of General Francis A.
Walker leads the Review of Reviews to
utter a plea for the protection of useful
mwen from unnecessary demands upon their
time and strength. Such men as General
Walker, it sayes, “shauld assuredly be given
the opportunity to appear in public on
many occasions, whether of greater or less
importance. but they ovught not to be urged
into engagements for voluntary and unre-
munc_-rau-g services agalnst thelr own judg-
ment and real preference. It should always
be sufficient to be told just once by such a
man that he needs his time for his own
work—which is always directly or indirectly
public work—or that he needs time to de-
vote in his own way to rest and recreation.
80 valuable a plece of property as such a
man ought not to be worried and badgered
to death by petty demands upon his time
and strength, any more than the high-bred
race horse should be used for dray pur-
posea, or precious stones for road making.™
A blographical skeich of General Walker

and an estimate of him as a public man
uppear in the same issue.

! afternoon, when

I can't make up my |

for |

FIGHT OF THE SCHOOLS

-

“NONSTATEY COLLEGE MEN WAANT
STATE BOARD RECONSTRUCTED.

-
-

Amendment to the Educational Bill
Offered — Prexident Marsons
Tnlks on the Normal,

’_

The office of Superintendent of Public In-
struction Geeting was crowded yesterday
a joint meeting of the
House and Senate education committees
was held. Chairman Nicholson, of the
House committee, said that at a meeting
held last Monday the reprvse';}tmives of
the nonstate scheols had been requested to
prepare such amendments to the general
educational bill, known as House Bill 123
and Senate Bill 59, as they might have to
propose. The House committee had ar-
ranged to meet to hear this report at 4
o'clock Thursday evening, he said. Yester-
day afternoon he learned that the Senate
committee had also arranged for a meet-
ing at the same time and place. As the
committee was ready to report, e suggest-
ed that Dr. Mills, president of Earlham, be
heard.

Dr. Mills said that the committee had
held a lengthy conference with the House
committee on Monday, and had not expect-
to meet the Senate committee yester-
day afternoon. As the views they enter-

tll

| tained had been fully expressed he would

simply confine himself to the reading of
the report the committee had formulated,
TO REMOVE THE STATE BOARD.

The most important amendment to the
bill proposed by the committee is with ref-
erence to the formation of the State Board
of Education. The committee recommends
that an entire section be added to the bili,
as follows:

“Sec. 13. That Section 1 of an act,
approved Feb. 25 1875, and entitled ‘An act
to amend the one-hundred-fifty-third sec-
tion of an act to provide for a general
system of common schools, the officers
thereof and their respective powers and du-
ties and matters connected therewith, and
presceribing the fees for certain  officers
therein named and the establishment and
regulation of township libraries and to re-
peal all laws Inconsistent therewith, provid-
ing penalties therein prescribed,” approved
March 6, 18685, being Section 4420 of the In-
diana Revized Statutes of 1881, be and the
same is hereby amended to read as follows:
The state superintendent of public Instruc-
tion, the superintendents of common
schools of the three largest cities in the
State, the size of the cities, for this pur-
pose, to be determined by the enumeration
of children, for schoo! purposes annually
reported by county superintendents to the
state superintendents of public instruction,
and three persons appointed by the Gov-
ernor of the State shall constitute a board
to be denominated the Indiana State Board
of Edueation. The persons so appointed by
the Governor as members of sald board
shall each serve for a term of three vears,
and no person shall be g0 appointed a mem-
ber of the board who is at the time of his
or her appointment a member of the fac-
ulty or board of trustees of any university,
coll. ge or normal school in the State of
Indiana, and any person so abppointed &
raember of =aid board who shall thereafter
become a4 member of the faculty or board
of trustees of any university, college or
normal  school in the State of In-
diana, shall at once become discualified to
act as 2 member of said State Board of
Iducation, and the viacancy so occasioned
shall at once be filled by the appointment
by the Governor of a successor of such
disqualified member. The Governor, im-
mediately upoinn the happening of a va-
cancy in the appointive membership of
said State board, however occasioned, shall
fill «uch vacancy. XNot more than two of
said appointive members shall be of the
game political party. The superintendent
of public instruction shall, ex officio, be
president of the board, and in his absence
the members present shall clect a presi-
dent pro tempore. The board shall elect one
of its members secretary and treasurer,
who shall have the custody of its records,
papers and effeets, and shall Reep minutes
of its preceedings, provided that such rec-
ords, papers, efiects and minutes shall be
kept at the office of the superintendent, and
shall be open for his insvection. The said
board shall meet upon the call of the presi-
dent or a majority of its memberg at such
place in the State as may b> desjgnated in
the call, and shall devise, adopt and pro-
citre a seal, on the face of which shall bhe
the words, ‘Indiana State Board of Edu-
cation,” and such cther device or motto
as the beard may direct—an impression and
written description of which shall be re-
corded on the minutes of the board and
filcd in the office of the secretary of state,
which seal shall be used for the authenti-
fication of the acts of the board and the
important acts of the superintendent of
public instruction.”

A number of other amendments suggest-
ed affect the vital principles of the bill
After amending the enacting clause so as
to cover the amendment to the present law
provided in the proposed Section 13, there
is a provigion that Section 2 be amended by
striking out lines 36 to 48, which cover the
provision that no person shall be eligitie
for county superintendent unless he hold a
life or professional license to teach or a spe-
cial certificate issued by the State Board.
Another proposed amendment does away
with the requirement that city school su-
perintendents shall have life or professional
licenses or a special certificate. The part
of Section 10 which forbids county superin-
tendents from eploving institute teachers
who have not certificates of qualification
from the State Board is also stricken out.

Dr. Mills said, after reading the report,
in explanation of the faect that the com-
mittee had not appeared before the Senate
committee, was due to the fact that all er-
forts to get a copy of the bill were unavail-
ing, although he had written to a senator
two weeks ago. They were, therefore, un-
acquainted with its provisions until last
Ej:nurduz.'. when they came to the Capitol.
Scnator Duncan, chairman of the Senate
committes, replied that the bill was report-
ed Jan. 20, and that it would have been an
CAasy matter to get copies. He said that no
one had ever applied to him., Dr. Mills saig

that he meant no reflection on Senator
Dunecan.

PRESIDENT PARSONS'S ADDRESS.

Mr. Nicheolson had a list of those who
wished to be heard, and called on President
W. W. Parsons, of the State Normal. Dr.
Parsons said that he wished to address the

committee briefly, He read from manu-
script, as follows:

| wisl}' o concede at once that if the
Indiana State Normal School is entitled to
cnjoy special privileges, it ought to be able
to show that it occupies a unique position
in the educational work of the State. Let
us see if this can be made to appear. Thir-
ty-two years ago the lagisiature enacted
the law which created the Indiana State
Normal School. This law defined the pur-
pose of the s:hool to be the preparation of
teachers for teaching in the common
schoois of Indiana. Here is the first cle-
irent which diffarentiates the State Normal
School from every cther institution in In-
diana. T ask the presidents of the non-
state colleges if there is a college or other

| Institution in the State, public or private,

that originated or i3 maintained for the sole
purpose of preparing teachers for teaching
in the common schools, Everybody Knows
that the State Normal School occupies a
unique position in this respect.
“Second—Under this law one of the condi-
tions of admission to the State Normal
School is that the applicant shall enter into
an obligation to teach in the common
gchools of the SBtate twice as lcng as he
remains a student in the institution. Again
I ask the presidents of the ‘nonstate’ col-
leges if any other institution In Indlana,
publie or private, either voluntarily or by
l¢ gal requirement, has any such test for ad-
mission. Evervbody knows that the State
Normal Schoo! stands absolutely and en-
tirely alone in this particular. %’)f all the
schools of the State 1t alone restricts its
attendance to those who agree to prepare
for tecching in the common schools.
*“Third—The course of study, from begin-
ning to ¢«nd, iz organized to meet the needs
of common s=chool teachers and no other
class of students, Every subject, topic and
lesson is considered, studied
from a teacher's point of view. The
psychology of the subject, its educational
value and the method of teaching it appro-
priate to the various grades of pupils in the
public schools receive con%ant and thor-
cugh attention. Along with its a demic
instruction, the Normal School under-
takes to teach it= students
teach  the subjects they study. It is
a teacher's =chool. But, in addition,
there is a long line of strictly, purely pro-
fessional Instruction. It conslsts of an ¢x-
tended and thorough course in educational
psvehology, child study., theory of the
schools as an institution of modern civili-
zation: the principles of methods of teach-
ing: the history and the philozophy of edu-
cation, and a long period of ohservation
and practical work in the extensive system
of training  schools maintained for
the purpose. These schools are under
the direction of trained critic teachers.
Now Is there an school in Indiana,
public or private, that does these things?
Is there any denominational school or col-

and taught |
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lege in Indlana that even offers to its stu-
dents any of these lines of professional
training? The State Normal School not
only offers them, but it requires every stu-
dent that enters its doors.to pursue them,
There s no other institution in Indiana
that maintains such a course,
“Fourth—When the student has pursued
this professional course for four years and
masie the fifty credits or counts necessary
to graduation, he is still required to submit
to another test. Since he has been edu-

cated by the State to teach in the Staie's |

own schools, he must now go to a legally
constituted State authority, a counly su-
perintendent, and secure a valld county li-

cense of not lower grade than two vears, |

He now receives a certificate of graduation,
not a diploma, as has been erroneously
stated in the public press. and this certifi-
cate has no legal value whatever, 1Is there
a ‘nonstate’ college in Indiana, or any
other institution, public or private, that re-
quires its students to prove their titness for
teaching in the common schools by holding
a bona tide county license of high grade be-
fore graduating them? And is there any
other institution in this State, of any class
whatsoever, that refuses to grant a diploma
&t the time of graduation? Evervbody
knows there s not.

A PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL.

“The point has been made that, if the
State MNormal School is reallv' a profes-
sional school, its graduates should receive
diplomas at graduation. Most assuredly
they should. By every principle of justice
they have honestly and fairly earned them.,
But the fact that a law enacted thirty-two
yvears ago, and which is unique in the edu-
cational legislation of this country, with-
holds it until the graduate has taugnt two
yvears after graduation, hardly proves that
the Normal School s not a professional

school. Anybody who will go 4o the trouble
to mike the investigation will se: that the
State Normal School is as distinculy profes.
sional as it is possible for a school of any
cluss 1o be,

“Filth—The law requires that the grad-
uate of the State Normal School shall teach
two years after graduation, and shall pre-
sent  satisfactory evidence that he has
taught successfully and managed efficiently
for this period after graduation before he
shall receive his diploma, which is equiv-
alent to a life license to teach in Indiana.
Here again is a requirement which is made
of the graduates of no other school in In-
diana. Before this diploma is granted the
graduate is subjected to the supreme and
final test of two yvears' actual work in the
actual schools in which the State has been
educating him to teach.

“Sixth—The law requires that there shall
be appointed every term a board of visitors,
whose duty it is to inspect thoroughly and
carcfully the work done in the State Nor-
mal School and report thereon. This law is
faithrully carried out, and these reports are
regularly made and published to the
world. Now, it 15 perfectly  well
known that no other institution in
this State is subjeet to this regular in-
spection by State authorities.  And
amidst all this clamor for =qual privileges
and cqual recognition, 1 challenge anybody
to point to a word or whisper on the part
of any “‘nonstate” institution intimating a
desire or willingness to be put under state
inspection and control. Equal privileges
ought to come only uas the result of equal
conditions.

“Seventh—The average age of students of
the State Normal School at graduation is
nearly twenty-six years. The average
amount of teaching done in the public
schools by the student of the State Normal
School at the time of graduation ig more
than four years of seven. months each.
When the diploma is issued, therefore, the
teacher is twenty-eight yvears old and he
has taught more than six wvears., If the
Btate ig ever to place its seal of approval
on its publie schoo! teachers, are not these
people entitled to exemption from further
examinations? Now, I ask the president of
any ‘nonstate’ college or institution in (n-
diana to produce the statistics with refer-
ence to his graduates and lay them along-
side those which 1 submit and let the pub-
lic see how they chmpare,

1 have shown what a student at the
State Normal School must do before he
can be permanently licensed to teach. What
is required of the graduate of a college?
Given the requlred experience, it is only
necessary that he pass a satisfactory ex-
amination in certain subjects, all of which,
with one ea=sy exception, he has pursued
in his coliege course. The low average of
75 per cent. is required and he may fall
ag low as 60 per cent. in any number of
subjects provided his general average (s
not lower than 75 per cent. It would seem
that a competent graduate of any stand-
ard college ought to have mno difficulty in
securing a life Ehtwnse.

“If the presidents of the ‘nonstate’ insti-
tutions were offering to modify their
courses of study by adding to their ex-
tended courses one of profession-
al instruction for teachers and
by inviting state inspection of
their professional instruction, they
might with reason ask to be accorded the
same recognition by the State. Dut, refus-
ing to do this, they undertake to reduce
to their own nonprofessional level the only
institution in the State which is strictly
and altogether a professional school for
common school teachers., The logic of thelr
positiorn i= that there is no such thing as
a professional training school for teachers,
but that an education for ends of liberal
culture given allke to young people who
are looking forward to law, medicine or
theology, is in all respects as good for the
coming common school teacher as is a
course of equal length and thoroughness in
which every aspect of education is made
the subject of long., patient and compre-
hensive studyv. The professional attain-
ments required of public teachers in every
enlightened nation of Europe, in the most
advanced States of the Union and by the
common consgensus of judgment among the
common school teachers of Indiana even is
an emphatic protest agalnst th!s position.
This is the educational standpoint of the
Iast half of the eighteenth century, not of
the closing vears of the nineteenth.”

SUPERINTENDENTS TALK.

Superintendent Hamilton, of the Hunting-
ton city schools, spoke of the work that
had been wone by the commitlee that pre-
pared the bill. He said that there was no
provision made for the reorganization of
the State Board of Education because the
people are satisfied with it

“1 undertake to say."” he declared, “that
there has not becn an hour in the last
twenty years when the education of the
children was not safe with the board.”

He had observedd that there was not prop-
er supervision of the schools of the State.
One provision of the bill is that the super-
intendent shall show that they are quali-
filed to supervise the scheols. It was equally
necessary for the good of the city schools
that they should be supervised by etficient,
competent superintendents.  Some of the
city schools have proper supervision now,
but it was not on account of the law but
in spite of it. “Who. shall decide the com-
petency of the superintefidents aside from
the state board? Who can you sugeest?”’

He said that the bil! had been drafted so
as to avoid arousing any antagonism and
the committee carefully refrained from put-
ting in anything to which objections could
be made.

“If there s any body of men willing to
put on riders to make the bill obnov ous,”
he exclalmed, “let them ¢o so. But, gen-
tlemen, |1 say it shall be known from
one end of the State to the other who s
responsible.”

Mr. Busby, of Alexandria, an ex-county
superintendent, opposed one amendment of-
fered by the nonstate committee, that
which removed educational gqualifications
from the county superintendents. “As |
understand the amendment.”” he sald, it
has removed all requirements except the
ability to obtain votes.’

He spoke of the influence for harm that
an incompetent superintendent might work
and urged that the educztional! require-
ments should he retained at any hazard,

Mr. Mackintosh. of Spencer, also spoke in
the same vein., He frankly admitted that
in his own case his election to the office
had simply depended on his ability to get
votes, 1 should be giad If the feature
that requires mon who ask for the office to
show that they have the proper gualifica-
tions were engcted into a law.” he said.
He also approved the provisions for rural
high or graded schools, regarding it as only
fair that country children should have the
same educational advantages as those of
the cities.

Superintendent Study, of Fort Wayne,
wanted to emphasize the statements of Su-
perintendent Hamilton as to the history of
the bill. He declared that the blll did not
eman:dte from the State Board of Educa-
tion, but came from a committee appointed
by the State Assoclation of Teuchers and
of Superintendents. ““No question ever arose
in the committee and no one ever dreamed
that it would jeopardize the interests of any
jinstitution.” he sald.

Mr. Snyder spoke of the ex officlo rela-
tion of the members of the hoard to it. But
two members were ¢lectedd by the people,
the Governor and the =tate superintendont.
The others beceme members of the board
by reason of their commection with some
other body. =0 thet they were not subject
to any political influences. If the aduey-
tional system of this State has any power,
he said. it & due largely 1o that fact.

Superintendent Woody, of Kokomo, a
member of the Btate Teachers' Assocla-
tion, also asserted that the bill emanated
from the State Teachers” Assoclation.

After all had finished Senator Duncan
sald that he would like to ask a few ques-
tions. The evidence had all been one-sided,
As he understood it it was proposed, first,
to strike down the edueatfonq] quaiifica-
tiong for eity and county superiatendents:
second, strike down the State Normal, and
third, strike down the Siate Board,

“1 would like to know why youa #trike out

' tions of county and city super-
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ntendents, doctor.” he sald, addressing
President Mills. 1 ean very riadly undess
stand why they should have these gqualifie
cations. 1 would like for yvou .0 i¢il me
why they should not have them.”

Dr. Mills answered that there was 1o
reason why they should not b eqgualified,
that that was not the positir>n of hls cuig-
mittee,

““What = your reason for thi= smendment
then?"' presisted Repogor IMuncan.

Dr. Mills sald that In order to make the
reasons of his commirtee olain it would be
nece:=ary to go over the gntire subeet witn
: ol been gone
over with the liouse comm®t*en

Mi. Randolph. membasr wf the Horse
committee, came 19 the pess 1 f the none
state schools, reminding Senator Duncan
that the purpose of the misetiag : ad teen
to recelve a repart, npot 1o Sear arguments,
Ing the subject too far, inagsmuch as it was
not his meeting. or words to that effect.

“"Very well, 1 have nothing more to say
and can retire gracefully,” sald the senator.

There was a good dea)l of hemming and
hawing a= to whether the hearing should
»e had then, but after considerable dige
cussion it was decided that a special heare
ing should be glven by the Scnate coms
mittee,

President Parsons asked If the friends of
the bill would be heard at the same time.
Dr. Mils declard they were wiliine to
meet the whole State. President Parsons
,f_l_.m thar a goodly representation would be
there.

TRUST BILL DISCUSSED

—

HEARING GIVEN TO THE WHOLE-
SALE AND INSURANE INTERESNTS,

>

Businesx Interests Alsrmed Lest It
Should {pset Cont et Plan of
Selling Merchandise,

e -

One of the most interesting discussions
that has yet been held before any of the
legislative committees developed last evene
ing in the hearing given by the Senate ju-
diciary committee ypon the Shively antie
trust bill. W. L. Taylor, representing the
interest of Insurance companles, spoke at
some length against the bill. He said he
thought a Iaw against trusts should be
passed, but that this bill would paralyze the
business of the State. It would prevent
any two men from agreeing upon the price
of an article they wanted to sell. 1t would
prevent the insurance companies from do-
ing business cheaply by all joining in and
hiring a man to rate the buildings of a city,
compelling each one to hire a man for that
purpose Itself. He made prominent the sec-
tions providing for fees for prosecuting ate
torneys and the attorney general in enforc-
ing the law and said that it would build up
a system of fees and espionage that was
outragegus,

Francis T. Hord spoke a8 the attorney of
the wholesale grocers’ assoclation, and
also in behalf of the drug amd dry goods
trade. Hlis speech was a remarkably strong
presentation of that side of the case. Ha
declared that he took it that there was no
intention 1o strike at the business interests

of the State, but thizs bill did it by striking
at contracts and he read the eclause prohib-
iting agreements upon st prices. He said
the grocers of the State, the drugeists, the
shoe men and practically all the whole-
galers yere operating upon what was
known &8 the “equality plan.” Under this
pian the-\nanumctum or proprietor of any
article sold to jobbers sells it upon cond’-
tion that these jobbers will not seil 10 any-
body for less than the price listed. This
plan, he declared, made the man with little
capital just as safe in business a= the man
with millions, for the man who bought ten
barrels of sugar could buy them at the
same rate as the man who buys a thousand
barrels. he little jobber could buy his su-
gar from the sugar trust at precisely the
same price as the big jobber. He referred
also to the manufacturers of soap who fol-
lowed the same plan of establishing a
standard price upon the articies they sold
and compelling wholesalers to observe thosg

prices., The effect of the law, he thought
would be to drive the wholesaler out o
business, for the manufacturer would sell
direet 1o the retailler and they might us
well hang out a red flag ¢a South Meridian
street and sell out the sireet.

W. H. Schmidt, treasurer of Marion coun-
ty, spoke in behalf of the drug trade. He
explained his view that the “‘rebate” or
“contract” plan, which is the same as the
“equality plan,” tended to localize business
and to stop centralization in business. Fil-
teen years ago before it was put into force
in the wholesale drug trade, Lhe drug trade
of the central West was rapidly centraliz-
ing in Chicago, 8t. Louis and Cincinnati, be-
cause the houses doing business there could
buy cheaper than those in smaller clties,
The wholesale druggists of the smaller cit-
jes of the West had worked for three years
te get an agreement from the manufactur-
ers by which the contract plan was putl in
force. By this the manufacturer of pro-
prietary remedies sold to the jobber his
article at a rixed price upon the agreement
that the jebber should not sell It for less
than another tixed price and this was car-
ried on into the retall trade where these
articles were sold at advertised prices,

Willam Kothe, of the firm of Kothe,
Wells & Bauer, spoke briefly, declaring that
the anti-trust law, prohibiting price agree-
ments would practieally drive the wholesal-
ers out of business, for 6 per cent, of their
business was in handling goods upon which
there was an agreed price. Mr. Derson, of
Fort Wayne, spoke briefly in the same line,

Sherman King, of Wabash, representing
the home telephone companies, who organ-
jzend yesterday and feel the pressure of the
Bell Telephone Company, spoke in favor of
the bill

Senator Shively made a statement. He
cald there was no intention in the framing
of the bill to strike down business intercsis,
and he did not believe that that would be
the effect of it. The statement of & Iawyer
that the penalties were too severe o that
there should not be Inducements for the en-
forcement of the law he declared to be sheeg
rot. He said thet he thought the business
interests of the State were unduly plarmed,
Thers was such a statute in lllinoiz and
(hicago buriness houses were doing lusi-
ness right along.

Senator Shively ssiked if there was anye
body to represent the consumers, and A B,
Cumming made n brief and rather imp'es-
sive argument. He sald that 1t np|n-.l't"d
by thelr own confession that the wholesal-
ers were operating in a combination a: te
prices. He had no advice to offcr as to ust
how the thing should be reached, but he
belleved that what the people were askng
was that the ]pril‘f-'}-'» of what th*'}' had to
consums should not be controlled by conbi-
r.ations or aoreaments, He eited the Dot
that along about fruit canning time his wife
wae compelied (0 pay more for sugar md
kis retailer explained to Fim It was becnisa
the wholesaler had pot un the oric., a4
the wholesaler might in turn deelare that
it was because the trust had put up tlp
price. He rajeed a laugh when he sald tha
trey were not much alarmed about thes¢
combinatiors putting down prices,

DEMOCRATIC EDITORS

——————————

Protest Agninst Hepenl of Trustees'
Report Publication Law.

A«s0~
The

morning session was held at the Hendricks
Club rooms and in the afternoon the editors
met at the Grand Hotel. A large number
of editors from all over the State were pres-
ent.

A resolution passed protesting aga‘nst the
repeal of the law compelling the publica-
tion of reports of township trusioes. The
meeting anproved the work of Fred Horner,
of Brazil, in compiling nll laws relnting to
news publieations and legal printing. Paoll
was decided upon for the |t_l;u‘: of theé next
meeting., the date of which 48 1o ix fixed
later. Louis Holiman, of the Hragzil D
m_!r-an'. was indorsed for rresident ol the
National Edftortal Association.

In the afternoon officers were elected as
follows:

W. Bent Wilson, Latayelle Jun:'n.n! presi-
aent: A. 8. Chapman, Madisen Herald, and
S F. Boots. |:fl't'll;‘lt“" Herald, vivd Presie
dents: J. C. Gorman, Princeton Democrat,
secretary: W. H., Rucker, Lawrenceburg

tegister, corresponding secretary; J. O,
Nehmier., Tipton Times, (reasurer. #xecu-
committve, F. H. Halmbaugh, Muncis
Herald; Lew's Holtman. Dragil Democrat;
L. G. Ellingham, Decatur Democrat, R.. E.
Purcell, Vinceunes Sun; Josiah Gwin. New
Albany Public Presa. 1 ates 10 Natlon-
al Editorial Assoclation, B. F. Louthian,
Logansport Paaros: John B, Stoll, South
Bend Times. B, ¥F. MceKay. Frankioert
Crescent; A, J. Dipboy, Columbus Herald
G. l.i Fortland San; Joha Juho-
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